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%imms in Meemw e waa' maﬁhme

;=0 ByJomm Dillin - - 4
- ~. Staff correspondent of
et The Christian Sclence Momtor

o ' - Washington

The mnghty Soviet mmtary machme is
. having its problems. e

- Newly declassified congressxonal testl-
mony by top U.S. .intelligence officials-

indicates that economic strains within
the Soviet Union are making it harder._

~and harder to keep boostmg mxhtary
. budgets. - . .. R

.. There are other dxfﬂcu]nes le de-
. fense, despite heavy investments, re-.
. mains inadequate. = Soviet ' inter-

. continental missiles are.less accurate_i
. than American.ones, and the Soviets

-~ cannot seem to master solid-fuel tech-
nology for their rockets, even with ma-
‘jor scientific efforts.

-Soviet fighter planes remain far be-

hmd the United States in sophistication.

*And despite heavy spending, many- So-:
viet forces stand by at a low state of .
readiness.

Among those’ tesnfymg before the
"Joint Economic Committee of Congress-
" were Adm. Stansfield Turner, director of

‘the Central Intelligence Agency, and Lt. 3
_Gen. Samuel V. Wilson, dn'ector of the
"Defense Intelligence Agency. ~ ~ -
- .~Two threads run through the testx—

;mony of both men: ~ - "

- - First, the Soviet defense effort is mas-
,sxve and . expensive: and "continues to
challenge . the Umted States for world
.‘leadershxp Evi H S

~ Second, - ‘the current level of So \et

~ for strategic forces, including strateglc

- . on specific weapons systems. In 1976 the
' Soviets spent six times as much as the

’ general purpose naval forces.

- early 1980s.
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1
mihtary spendmg “is. exactmg ai hlgh

- price from the people of that countxy..
#7y Soviet leadership- appears determmedi
v i~ to throw. rubles at-the defense problem
;~ until it has excelled in every major. area

.of military power. Some of the spendmg
- figures are revealing. ~ "~ - - ...; 4
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* During the past 10 years, for example;
the Soviets have spent 21 times more

defense, than the United States.  © b
- The figures are even more impressive

U.S. for intercontinental missiles, 1%
times as much for nuclear submarine
strike forces, and 20 percent more for*

Civil defense is one of those areas where the"_.1
Soviets have spent heavily with doubtful re-
sults. Even with extensive shelters, the in-
telligence chiefs agreed, the Soviet civil de-

. fense program would be ineffective against an

American nuclear attack. (On the other hand, )

" it might be useful in case of war with China.) -

The rising defense budgets in. the USS.R. "~

. have requxred the Sowet people to pour. an esu-_...

. mated 12 percent ot ‘the country s gross na-*"
tional product. into military spenchha - far
;above the U.S. level of 5 percent. C- e o

: Growmg economxc problems, hxahhghted bv 2
‘a slowdown in oil ~output; are expected . tos
. prompt Soviet leaders to begin looking for new.
ways to bring about defense sav1n°s in t.he
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